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ly afflict them. - | ad beeome easy enough to relate all (hat
' lisilessness that only an extraordinary con- | fiery sparks, which were rolled on the nir. | her heart was kind, her word was law; and | ground, not far from it, lay the body of the | ~ Ellen, who used to be continually riding | Lad ha e to liimy the dreadful’ night
mﬁnﬁﬁ:‘ﬁﬁaﬁﬂom advance if made | dition of the atm%fy’hcre could Produ{e. If Therop\ms a sound as of thunder, mingled | there was no man on her run who dared | dead little boy.  Pattersoh hastened alon | over to see Mrs. Iatterson with ber [’WUE which F:"d . ‘!"‘ﬁn m‘r’ in
within three mouths. 5 3 you had seen the tall, handsome young | with the erash of falling trees, and the wild the tack of the old road to the Maxwelln’l‘ er, how rarely appeared, and proudly de-| the glen, and the excitement whick the -
Mo subscription faken for less than six months, man seated on his tall and noble horse, | ciies of legions of birds of all kinds, which | within the whole country round who did | station, tracing it as well as he could in | clined to give her reason for the change in | loud cooces of Robert, ‘which ‘bad reached
: 'gim'“'l' be remitted throtgh postmasters at you would have felt that they were togeth- | fell scorchied and blackened and dead to the | not respect and revere her, She had bLeen
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BLACK THURSDAY.

- Asthe vagnger approaclies the shores of

Victoria, the first welcome land which greets
him is the bold promontury of Cape Otway.
Ifit be al night, the blaze from the light-

house on its southern point sends him its

cheering welcome for many a league across
the ocenn which he has so long Lraversed
in expectation, and calls forth ™ rapturous
hurrals from the throug of passengers who
erowd (o the forecastle, If it be day, the
eye rests on its lofty forest hills with a quiet
and singular delight. These !mighu%aﬂy
respond to the ideal of - a new lund
only recently poopled. Clothed with for-

'be tall white stems of Lhe gum-treesstand
thickly side by side like g0 many loary
columns; and {:em and there nmoug them
descend dark ravines, while piles of rocks on
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ed that lie understood all that he said to
him. “There is something in the wind;
yet, where is the wind 1"

The perspiration streamed from him with
the mere exertion of saddling his horse,
and as he mounted Lim to rouse up Lis cat-
tle, horse, dogs, and cattle, manifested a

er formed fur any exploit of stiangth and
spead.  But the whole troop—eattle, man,
and horse—went slowly and soberly along,
as if they were oppressed by a great futigue
or the extreme exhaustion of famine.

The forest closed in upon them again,
and they proceeded along a narrow track,
flanked on each side by tall and densely-
growing trees; the creeping vines making
of the whole forest one intricate, impene
trable scene. All was lushed as at mid-
night.  No bird enlivened the solituda by
its ericy, and they had left the little stream.
Suddeuly there came a puff of air; but it
was like the air from the jaws of'a furnace:
hot, dry, withering in its very touch. The
young settler looked quickly in the dirce-
tion from which it came, and instantly

branches and in" the hollow stems of an-

shouted to the cattle before him, in a wild,
abrapt, startling shout, swung aloft the
stock whip which he held in his hand, and
bronght it down with the report of a pistol,
and the sharp cut as with a knife, on the

ear of the buge bullock just before him,

ribla instruinent in the hands of o practis-
ed stockman.  Its sound s a note of terror |
to the cattle—it is like the report of a |
Llunderbuss , and the etockman at full |

the heights, alternating with jagged chines | gallop will Lit any given spat on the beast |

and projecting spurs of the mouutains, pre-

sent theirsolitary masses to thie breeze of | clean away thiough the thickest hide that | sheep, standing huddled in terror on the

ocean.

Amongst the rocks of this wild shore | Iy on a spot of mud ul full speed. and take { by their shepherds, who had fled fi

1
|

|

that Lie is within reach of, and cut the piece |

bull or bison ever wore. 1le will strike a
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cient trees. The whole wood on the lefu
wis an enormous region of intensest flame,
and that on the right sent forth’the sounds
of the samo ravaging fires; but, being to
windward, the flames could not be scen for
the vast clouds of smoke, mingled with

ground.
Once out on this open plain, the cullla|
were speedily Jost in the blinding ocean of |
smoke, and the young settler obliged to |
abandon them, made a dash onward for |
his life. Now the flames came racing along |
tho grass with the speed of the wind, and
mowing all smooth as a pavement; now it
tore furiously t cough some near point of
the forest, and flung burning ashes and
tangles of blazing bark upon tl:e galloping |
rider.  Dut Sorcerer, with an instinet more
infallible than lLuman sagacity, sped on,
over thicket, and stoue, und fullen tice,
snorting in the thick masses of smoke, and |
stretching forward his gasping jaws as if to |
enteh every bLreath of air to sustain impeded |
respiration,
When the wind veered, the resk driven |
buckward revealed o most amazing sight. |
The blazing skirts of the forest; huge iso-
lated trees, glaring red— standing columus
of fire; here a vast troop of wild horses with |
flying manes and tails, rushing with thun- |

ir

from the fires; troops of kangaroos leaping
frantically across the rider's path, their hair
singred and giving out strongly the stench
of fire; birds of all kinds and eclors shriek-
ing piteously as they drove wildly by, and !
yet saw no spot of safety; thonsands of !

scorched tlats, with singed wool, desertod
r their |

there aro sen-caves of vast extent sud sol- | awny the skin with him, making the rosy | lives. !

emn_ aspeet, which bave never y:t boen
thoroughly explored. The forest, extend-

-ing Bfty miles or more in all directions, is

5 —yo

dozen places, and frying-pans aud  kettles | the crics and lamentations of the family on from the spot where Turcen had lost sight :e::::w {n:";-:': 2 ’?.'fﬁg‘d' E
une of the most dense and savige in the | fiercely, shouted the squatter, and dashed helpless, paraiyzed mother there, fully employed—for, spite of flight, and | meeting the futher, a horse, ridden by n|of Lis master. They tut!mmi_ their horses | jaed you in a “style on h&
whole colony, Until Iately it was almust  his ht_nsa for.wanl over {allen trees, through | With a caution inspired by former ont. | loss, and grief| hungnr.. as Homer thousands . lady, approached at a gallop.  This appart- | 1 a space clear of trees and fire, and £%v¢ | 'won what he was pléased to eall the =
finpassable from the density of Lhe serub, | erashing thickets, first on one side of the | breaks of ill.l:-hﬁn.:i..lm liad made at some | of years ago asserted, is impudent, and will | tiun contristed strangoly with the Jamenta. | them corn thut they hiad Lrought with | o young woman in the colony, Aud with
and from the masses of vines, (thatis, alinas. | rond, and then on the other, Crack, erack, | distunce round his homestead a Lare c-.u.!'-.-, {be fed, ) { Lle gt up of sulforers.  The young lady | them. W ben the moon rose, they went|, merry laugh(vun were made to add, v
or ¢reeping cord like plants,-chiefly parasi- | went the stinging, slashing whip; loud was | He had felled the forest trees, leaving only | The stories that the people had to (el | wos tall and of-a most beautifu! figur H and | on to some distance uttering loud eoooes 10| the daughter o tbe.mmillm"_; e w =
tical,) which, as in the forests of South | the bark of dogs; and the mob of cattle | one here and there, al such distances that | were most melaucholy—howses burnt down, | was mounted on a ﬂ?iq bay horse. A light | attract the ear of the lost man; bat all in Robert Patterson, with a calmness !
Ameiien, climb from tree 1o tree, knitting | rushed forwards at hea lung speed. The | thiere was iittle fear of ignition, As the | flogks destie yed, ‘-Iuhlrup suffocated in the | skit w d broad felt hat were all the devia-| vain. The fire Liad left the ground hot concentrated wrath, nsked in .I.‘J
the woods into an ohscure and. impenetra- | youmg man gazed upwards and, through | summer diied the grass, he lad set fire 1o sincke or lost in the rapid fight, shepliends | t S fh":l her homa costume that huste | and covered with ashes, and here and there | o4 1one: “Who said tha?® i
Lle shade. BExpecting along the trwck from | the only varnow opening of the forest, saw ' iton days when the wind wasgentle un::»_ut;‘u aud bullock-drivers consmmed with iy | bl B lier -l'l'. LSRG Her face, fresh !m;,_ff'- trees burning like columns of red-hot “Tha ‘wostan Whon you Tt jﬂ
Alr. llomll:llighl's stution, near the sources ! stranga voluces of smicke tolling south- | o Iu:n‘u_ the Hune at command, w ateliiug, | eattle.  Numbers had fed 1o croeks and | an .[ ruscitde, full " youtli, ‘T-I"l!hlm“ and | ion, . ] 'S HSHE 2l e fnmily, It wes K:I‘l?,ﬁ*
of theBarwar, thirough the hoeart of the ward.  Hotter, hotler, stronger, sud more [lll:mcln in haud, to {-:-:_ut out wuy blaze that | pools, and yet Lad been s Iy l;::n;l. —the | feeling, was At thie sime lilll-:‘ grave and Finding all theirefforts for the night fruit “Nelly Fehan!” sald Robért it Sines
FJorest to Apollo Bay, a distance of forty | steadily came  the “islui. lIIn suddenly ' might have lm\cl'.u-!_ o the forest. By | fhunes diiving uver the sof the Wailer | ABXIONE, S she gaz A in specchless wonder Im-, they flung lh_em;ch'es -!mm beside winy “what have I ever done to hm
miles, you might et your way with anaye, | elieckad his lu-r\‘v. and listening, grow pale ' !_h:s tenns lig hiad hitherto) prevented thie | with devouring furce. Home Lad laid in | en tie gronp. _ their lu_usc‘-; aud with the carliest peep of deserved such a stalt” . > p:
but avoul ]l find v difieult to make progre.s | at the sonnd which reached hum, It was | fire fiom resvhing his homestead; and Lo | shallow lnooks, turning oyer and  over, till - * Miss Muxw Datterson  exclaimed, . 'I'l\\'llv they were up and off kigher iuto “You threatened 1o soud Fehs o to. :
utherwise.  The greater part of the pro- | & low deep rour, as of a E\'in-l in the teo | had Strougly recommenidad the same plan finally forced to got up and flv.  Sull, ns | i i eaven, whiat fiiys? How | the hills, _ll:vlr_uu_\' presented at every step for Binh-ranot You reminded him of
inontory - cunsisting of steep Lills covared { Wwp, o of i heavy waterfud], distaut, and | Lo Lis Ilmgl_xl-uret, |]l.u‘llj_;h generally _“ith lit- | the '..5_\' Wore --n,:.:w.u'.-.r: eame potringr in t e Mo ity Yal t'u“l'.:h dreadful | the shoeking effeets of the fire.  Ever and Kix formee & “ﬁ;d unup{rul senience.”
with gigantic trees intersected by shelving .sm\ul!u-r-_--l SO ti\'--.ll vipe, \ ftle It----l.. Now, lI‘uu fire was :u-li--lr-.I-T-',:u.-I Wi h I: <hotales of Lorror and devastution . i ! can !_‘.i.ir “.: o | muon u“_..‘: eame upoy bultocks which §ad “That is true® said Robert, m‘m
Valleys; sud dark with congregated fern- | --t..'(] I:.-n'e_nm:;:_\-! lie :-s..-l I!:IL-J. “a | spaiks tew S0 \‘n-l.-. oi I.!'.-_‘. wind, thav e | The whale cour ppeated tobe the proy | : hat 1 Know of, said I perished in it. “Fru and there, too, they ufn-'-lunizlmwui: “Aud this was the dead-
trees, beelling P""’fl'i“""- and stony declivi- | bush fire! and in this ek forest!” Onee | lu_:m.--! they might kindle the grass round af the flnmnes Voen who were, o fow | th are allsate at home. | deseried the remains of L:mgnrm*. Opos- I¥ revehmemtihe mpeuta! Bu(,- s) m»'? d
ties —uflords uo food for eattle. o oie day, | tiore lie sprang furwmd, shouting, thuu | Lis homestead, and that he mizht 00 homes Lotire ont . o rescl of poverty or | T come nedr s iamne. and hundreds of birds, searcd and e cuugld ol Bot aneak? Oulﬂﬁtl,lﬁi
however, known to the eolonlsts us Dlack :-Jcli:'.; with his whip, Ha and the lerd everything and levery person there consum | cadin Wire JRCISs Palpers. ' 4 LU l Rubert. ST was go- | ‘!-1_*}'1|1-.-l o sable masses of cinder. -nllj\\'mtld Kavs bct'ni:;plnined" :
Thursday, & hitnricine of flume apened its | were galloping along the narrow wood | e, | “The Mugw thor,” Fatterson ask- | ing o your house, when [fell in with this | They came at length to the spot whero | ° S isonld Rolér ; W,
rude and impracticable willernoss to the | track.  DBat as ho had turnied westward in But, belicld! ihe glenming, wel ome wa | ed-—*] : wws of tliem?” Dntortunate family, Will you ride lLack | Turcen and George Maxwell bad parted; " _‘_‘-i’“ % \‘;"t ‘Penll:s 1 h“." o“d: -
fool of man, but presented lim at thie same | the direction of Lis home, the woods—of | tars of Like Gole! Soreerer rushed hewd | N dene Robrt, none,” replied | sndd send us a4 eart ! and the experienced bushiiian carefully | Prive siienced e, u ave ﬂ'.lﬂ'l-l_d_ o 4f
with a black and blasted chaos of clinrred | which he had before seen the Loundary— long towands iy and wading hastily up to | his wother. ™ “L L e

trees and gignntic fallen trunks and Lran- | new cloved for some iniles upon Linng amd 1 lLiis sidas

|
|

blood spring into the wind, and the astone
ished animal durt forward as if mad.
Lounder and louder, wildler and more ‘

But onward flew the intrepid Soreerer, |
onward stretched his rider, thinking light- |
ning winged thouzht of home, and of Lis |

in its couling flood, thrast lis Lead

— e

N e

litics, Ageiculture, and Miscel

in n state of the most fearful tension of

mind.  Mrs, Patterson, though confined to | man a linen handkerchief, bidding him dip
her wheeled chair, was a woman of pre- it in the creck and lay it on bis face to
cminent energy and ability, Left with her | keep the air from it and turned his horse, |
boy a mere infant, she had managed all | saying ho would look for the family.
her affairs with a skill and diseretion that | He soon found the place where the hut
had produced great prosperity. Though | had stood. It was burnt to ashes, On the

a remarkably handsome woman. . The
whole of the floors of the station being
built upon one level, in her wheeled clinir
she could be at any momeut in any part of
the house or pramises.

The moment the first joy of mother and
g0l was ever, what a scene présentad itsulf!
The station was like a fair. From the
whole country round peopla liad fled from
the fire, and had instinetively fled there,
There was a feeling that the I"utterson pre.
cautions, which they themselves had ueg-

|
in the slightest to disobey ler, nor uuu!
i
'

]

lected, were the guarantees of safety. |

Thither shiepherds had driven their fMlocks,

stockmen their herds, and  whole familics, !
compelled to flee from their buruing Liouses, |

hal hurried thither with the fiow eflects that

they could snatch up and bear with them. |

Patterson’s paddocks were crowded with

Liorses and eattle; the bush round hLis sta- |
tion was literally hidden Lencath Lis own

and Lis neighboss® flocks. Stockmen, shep
herds, substantial squatters, now houseless
men, wore in ihe throng,  Families, with

house was ernmmed witl fil;it"\"" i naiel was
one seeno of erowding, confusion nud sor-
row. Luckily the 1'alterson
wns  well-stocked with  flour, awd
could Le no want of meat with all thee
Hocks and herds about them. But for the

slare roun

teattle themselves tiere must soon Le a -

oot

Robert Patterson flung tlre wretched

the fire and the flaming branches. He felt
stire that the dying family would take tha. |
way. In a few minutes it brought Lim |
sgauin upon the creek by which the poor |
man sat, but lower down.

There stood n hut in a damp spot, which
had been used yoars ngo for the :aiu:l.-pi
washiug, but had long been deserted. 1t
was strrounded by thik wattles, still burn. |
ing. T'he biut was on fire, but its rotten
timbers forcing out far more smoke than |
flamo.  As he approached, he hemd low |
cries and lnmeuntations.  *The family is |
fled thithen," he snid to hiwself, “and” aro |
perishing of suffocation.” Ile sprang to!
the ground, aud dashed forward through
columns of heavy smoke. It was lLopaless
to breatlie ju it, fur its pungent and sting- |
ing -1lun§th seemed to close Lis lopgs, and i
waier rushied from his eyes in torrents, |

Put pushing in, lie seizad the first living
thing that he laid his hands on, and bore
it away, It was a child.  Aeain be made
the desparate essay, and suceceded in bring.
o less than four ehildren and the

Ihe voung man was now in the uluiost
perplexity with his charge, [ wasa heart.

| rending sight.  The whole grosp  weie |

ing; aud the moment that the fice abated, |

scouts must be sent off in all directions-—
but especially to the high plains around
Luke Corangamite—in search of tetporary
pasture,  Meantime, firos were lighted ina

e and believs that thes

more or less e, Liut, as it seomed to L,
not so much Lurt ns w0 atfeet their lives,
Their station was three wiles distant, and
lie hiad no alternative but to leave them
there tiill le and eent a carl fur |
them,  With much Iabor, carrying the |

rotle

conveyad the weful group-to the father, |
As the young muan stood bewildered by |

“But I beg you will come with me, for [, |

Jamy,

—

lis heart, and they would instruct him.
She insisted that they should cease to regard
themselves as affiunced, and only consented
that nothing as yet should bs said on the
subject to her brother or Mrs, Pulterson,
on the ground that it would most paitful-

her—adding that sbe must absent herself
altogetlier if the subject wera resewed o

lio attributed it to caprice, bidding Robert
to take no notice of it. FEllen was not
without other admirers, but that was noih-
ing new.  One young man who had lately

come into the neighborliood paisd her as. l

siduous attention, and gussip did ngt fail
to attribute the eause of Robert Iatterson’s
deeline of favor to Lis influence. But 1)
len gave no comtenance to sucha mppmi
tion. She was evidently under mo desire
to pique her old lover by any murked pre
dileetion for a new one.” Her nature was
too noble for the pettiness of coquetry, and
auy desire to add poiguancy to eoldness,
Ou the other hand, it was clenr to the qni-
etly watehiful eve of hier brothier that she was

bersell even more unhappy than Robert, |
| Her oyos often betrayed the effeets of secret |
{ weeping, and the paleness of her cheek bo |
| lied the assumed air of cheerfulness she ! G

WOre.

that, in Ler distress, she had tl.wn first, and
at unee, to Lim,  This demoustrated conti-
denee in Nis filendship.  True, on all ocea:
sions she had protested that her sense of
iils Ligh moral character was ot an jota

| abated; but, in this spontancous aet, Hub.
| erls hieart persunded himself that ticre Iny

somuthing more,
Nosooner didd be reach the Mount, tian,
leaving Ellen 1o send off assistance to the

| ehildren one after another in his arms, he | Fehans, be tuck Turcen, the stockman, and

rode into the forest hills. It was soon
dark, and they had to %alt! but not far

sotght out the tracks of the horses' feet,

tended Ly Eilen in the day“time.

| yet plensed hiw.

| tell yon all. Hearine pal.lenllj',

er and sister, nor the hw “with  whi
the different men were sent off wpon: the
iorses tied in thobills for the surgeon, who
liv;d Lo awiles off. Wi dbSE & k
* In 4 few days Geor axwell—his
having been agt and Ilf wounds \'.l'&L

Lim, Lut'to which he was wvnable to

had geeasioned both Lim und the - fui
her brother slie was equally reserved, and |

and sympathizing d

og, who barked velie-
mently; but, as it p A

, in vain,
From the raomunt of this tragic occ
rence, Folert Patterson was e"u’n‘uns' in
attendence at the Mouut'on his friend.” He
slept in the same roon with Bim, and

i

this"moment the elpud whi

sol 1uh)
over the spirit of Ellen Huidlﬁka

ished. * Shie was hersclf again; always kind
and ‘open, yet with a mouruful tone in her
bearing with Robert, which -surprised a

It locked like regret
past uukindness, As they sat one iin
over their tex, while (e was in a pro-
fouud sleep in Uhie next room, Ellen look-
ing with emqtion al Lim, said, ip a low,
tremulous voice; “Bobert, 1 owe much to
J‘Un"‘l - Aray >
“To me!™ eaid Robert, hastily, “Isu’t
eorge s much a brother to meas to
“Itis not that which I mean,” adde

meet ungenerous thing, aud I acted upon
my bolicl with teo much pride and resent-
ment. 1 was told that you bad jested &t
me as the daughter of aconviet =
Robert sprang up. “It is false! I nevew
said iy he exclamed. “Who could tell yoa

Elien, “I shall
for I mus
impress first on you the strange likelihopd
of what was reported to me. Yon were
driven to a stockman's bat, it was said,

sueli a maliciovs falsehood ™

“Ualm yourselfy” added

verely; bave leen fearfully punished. I

ure quite safe, Lhey have lung ago adopt- | tog, wis going Lo you.™ [ an Followed them.  These were sither oby, | €82 Olll_“ '3}"—"01‘8“" mer' '
chies, as he eould not turn right or left for the i to the eyes into ity and drank asif hie could | &l your own pian of a clearancs ring, ind | “Tonet” erial the Young niin, il“ the [ iterated by the fire, or fuiled from the 'l_'n-.- long embrace cbliteratel the o,
It was in this forest, in the en ly morning clinas of vines and serub that ob:tructed the | nuver 1!11-:!{3&“1‘! with less than the whole | 1 doubtl not are just now as mueh o centre | u_;nln-ni :1-"_-|.1-!m| uL. “”l!u'll all is not | rocky hiandoess of the grouud; L, Ly in I'lie late Mr, Maxwell had been trans-
of this memorable duy, the sixth of Febru | furest, the idea of being overtuken there by { lake. Europeans, now to the scene, wonld | of refuse as we are.” vight.  Is George well?

aty, eighteen hundied and fity-one, that a | the bush fire was horrible,  Such an event | bave trembled for the horse; but the

ourg man opencd his eyes and st u‘l- to | would be death, and death only.

ack nbout him.

‘uﬂ.‘h I
teed, knowing best what he newds, ents

o ]
Lt 1 should like to be sure” said Kols |

elt, sen -'l\i_\‘, “I must ride over andd sep,

“L Liope so,” replied Miss Maxwell; Lat |
the tears started into Lier eyes at t!

defatigable search, they rogained them, and

werg led at length to the edge of a deep
Jt'-tl

ported for the expression of his

I-l I ‘:P‘
litieal principles in hard and bi

d times.

Things were in this Gucomforteble stale | Ellen, coloring deeply, vet ﬂpﬂiuﬁi more -
ests from the margin of the sen to their | The stock whip, with a handle about a dering hoofs over the plain; there Lerds of troops of children, liad encamped in the | mother, who was sunk on tha floor as dead, | at the cuthreak of the fire. It was (haore- | firmly; “it is that I have done you a w
: T vard in e . ve | catt! i dth  bloodshot eve 1 open ground near Lis house, boneath tom- | but who soon gave sigus of life and returt- | fore o most cheerine thought to Paltersorr| wrone. 1 belidved th had said
_very summits, they realize vividly the ap- | balfa f'"d in length and a thong of three | cattle runuing, with bloodshot eyes and open ground near his house, ith tem- 11 g 4 g & \ wrong: ie at you sad »
roach toa vast region of primmval nature. | yards long, of plaited bulloek-bide, is a ter- | hanging tougues, they knew not whither, porary tents of sheets and blankets,  1is | g conscionsness,

. he same | precipitons ravine. In the mvine 'l.'hum_\ms not a mian in A pe t -
ITe had, the day be ore, | Therclore, he urged on his flying herd | and deivks s likes hi best, aud i1 ourish- 1. ~Must youl Dthink you must not,” said | Woment, and Robert Patterson gave a § selr ihe trecs and grass remdined une § Wha did not benor his political integrity and _

driven a-lierd of fifty bullocks from the sta. | with desperation.  Crack upon crack from . as on it,  Smoking hot, the rider lets lam AMrs, Patterson. “But if vou cannul be s‘v-:l- ot d]-'}’f’_!--‘H_—l AL W | ::-llh-. d; Uie torrent of tire had leaped over f'Jl‘O"lglll, and who d_ld not w% 1

tiont of Mr. Roadknight thus fir on Lis way | his long whip resounded throngh the hiol | drink his fill, and all goes well,  The heat | satiaficd lot some of the oy ro=—{leranrel ° Ii' Wi 80, ".‘!,'“-" the young sy res i, swesping away, howerver every shrul | character. Dt ‘,ha m s n w’

towards his own residence in the country | low wood, . The eattle themsclves seemed | produces perspiration, and the evaporntion plenty at hand, and you we already worn | C2vering hier sclf possession; “but thit is | and blade of herls from tlfn Licights. were proud to Fl:um him as of thg-ri!-.

Between Lake Corangamite and Mount Gel- | o hear the ominous sound, and suitt the | cools and sootlies him. Robert Patterson out with faligue and exeitement the point | Want o ascertain. \ Eal“lhl-‘,"- “God defond us!” exelaimaed Robert; “tlie | though sent tiu‘ther ouly for lh‘uf_ﬂ.l_ﬂl

librand. e had reachied at evening a | now strongly pereeptible smull of burning. | did not luse a mowment in following Sorce “No, [ am quite well and freshi—T La | e weat with 0 into the Lills to bring ~r||-r1.'_-- LA Lase blinded i, acd conceal- | Hampden or a Sidney. th

small grassy valley in the outskiits of the | The rour of the fire cama louder, and ever | rer's example.  Me flurg Litmself headlar g | rather go myseli)” said Robert; “it is not | 9 the ".ti:!-'. :l’n.! 3 |:|-"|.1||,:.l||-! flie sur- | ald 1].;:_- frightful |.|;.\»¢_' _1.]:‘.“ and Liorse ure | was 1||'r?wu on the conviet section of socie-

forest, watered by x creck fulling into the | and anon seemed to swell and surge as il | from the swddle, dressed as e was, dived, |, And he strode out, his wotler sy~ Prised them when they bl Lsken two dif | doubtless dashied 1o pieces.” 1y, '.le-lmau!m! party pointed lq.l.hem

western Barwar, and had there paused for | urged on by s rough rising blast. The heat | angd splashied, and drank exuberantly. e | jpe— T | fereat sweens alongr the sides of a range, | Heraised a lowd and clear cooce, fnstantly | ble exile, and triuniphantly bailed him ‘as

the uight. His mob of caule, tii.g anl | was fierce and sufoenting.  The young ) ¢

hungry, were not iuelined o stray from the
rich pasturngo before them; and, hobbling

ount_his splendid Llack horse Sorcerer, ]n,-.sle.luwul and smoked with boiling heat.
prepured 1o pass the night in the simple | )’ul onward, onward they dashed with loll.
fushiion of the settler on such journeys, A 'I ing tongues, !"Surcwcr, specked with patelies
fullen log supplied Lint with a convenient | of foum on Lis dark shining body, seemed

squatters clothes hung to him with streaui- i
gy prespirntion. The horse snd cawe |

held nguin and again his smarting face and |
singed hands in the delicious water: then |
threw it over the stead, that now, satinted,
stood panting in the food., e Laved and
rubbed the animal  witl |
wave after wave, cleaning the driwd perspi- |

down grateful

& fresh and puwerfual hors

I wiles off,

*“If you find all right, doa't come back

Lo niehit”?

Robeit Patterson was soon mounted on

»and eantered off

towards Mount Hesso, It wus

only seven
The hot vorth wind lis

' Turcen could not Gad Guorge

| mada lis Wiy home, |mr-;.|r,_:

1, but
his mnster

had dobe the same. tieorge Lias not vl

come, and the fire is raging so flercely in
the Lills, that 1 could think of nothing |

but eoming to vou fur vour advice and as. |

- T
sad emotion,  +]

{ answered by the wild and damorons bark
{ing of a dog, which, in the nest justant
| was seen leaping and springing about i

the bottom of the dell, as i fantic with
-!u:lg};f.

their chief.  No endeavors, though

wera wany, and conducted b;“s -
hands, hiad over been able ta procure a rever-
sal of Lis sentenee.  'The injuries of & manof
his gl talents and noble nature might be

ve af ing t Cans “Thais Soitrop!” excluimed Torcey: | comparatively buried at the an : At

; : : { ration from every Lair, giving him rofresh |y, 1], wi the air was cooler, and the fires i | SHHIDCE TR " nied the two en began to deseond the | iiome, they would be a MLWO
seat, a fire was quickly It from the dead | to growsuriously impatient of the obstruc ment at every pore. Then up and awny | (e forest were burning more tamely, Yt “Thauk you, Eilen!” said Rolert with « | steep side of the mvive.  Hobert Patterson | #9d 8 'h“mg':f reproach. He liad fived and
boughs which lay plentifully around, and | ton offered by the bullucks in his path., | aguin, i <

his quart cup, replenished b the ¢ cek, was | As bLis master's whip exploded on their

soon lLissing and bublling with its side | flanks, he laid back Lis cars; and, with

thrust into the glowing fire.

He bad a!flaming eyeballs and bared teeth, strove to | that had fallen Gn saddle and

good stors of Kanguroo sandwiches, and | tear them in kis rage. I

thiere hesat with his cyp of strong bush-tea |
—looking alternately at the grazing caitle, | dinary hoat and dreught of the sutnmer had
and into the solemn, gloomy, and sound- | scorched up the grass—the very ground;
loss woods, in which even the lnughing [ had licked up the water from crabibole,
Ja kass failed to shout his clamorous adien | pool, and many a creek; had withered the
to the fulling day. Only tlie distant mon- [ berbage into crisp hay, and so withered the
otone of the ;ngropgrk__;]m nocturnal cue | rull.lgt-‘ that you llliglll erumble it betwoen

Itobert Putterson knew that the extraor-

alive, but sunk in exhaustion,

He had not ridden two Lhundiel vards |
Lefore be saw, Iving on the plain, n horse !
bridle, and
lay with his legs under him, and head |
stretelied stiflly forward, with glaring eye
bulls, but dead. Near Lim was a man,
His eyes |
turned wildly on the young squatter, and |
his parched Jips moved, but” without |
sound,  Nobert Patterson eompreliended
his need; and, running o the lake, brought

| ir Liis pleasant woods.

| buge hollow trees stood lik

lie hind to 1ide over a Lrack whitls show e
lim the ravages which the tlames had made
The whole
orass was anoihilated: the
Bl “ shlabapiliiniiv, .

g un the ground was &

of thie
lend timber 1y
I burning, and

yaFrent ¢ !.

Huneys,

with flamos issuing from their tops as fiom

[ furnace, and & red, intense fire buming

within their trunks below, and Trom them |

| burning carthiy matter came tumbling ont
| smoking and rolling on the ground. He

will find him if Lie bo |
He sprang upon bis horse; and,
telling the unbiappy family that he would
send immedinte both he amd
Miss Muswel) gailopped aw ay.

ulive,”

assistance,

Wo will not attempt to divulge their
conversation on the way; but will let the
render a little into the mutual relations of |
these (wo families and these young |neol-!u_‘i
Miss Ellen Maxwell and her brother George |
were the sole remaining wembers of the |

L 1on,

outstripped Lis older and Leavier compan
e seemed to fly down the slioer andl
cragey deseent.  Here he sélzed a bough,
there o point of the rock, and, in the nest
itstant, was as mpidly traversing the tot
tom of the glen.  Snirrap, the cattle dog,
rashed barKing and whining npon im, «
i a fit of nadness, and  then
before Litm.
nnxiely,

soutded on

pped the next moment by the

sight of Georga Maswell's horso  vine | cilintion was

|

ied a banished, but ahighly-honorad, man,
Stitl, as e rose to a higher estimation and
an unusual aMuence, there were little minds
who delighted oceasionaliv to whispe
“After ally Lois but a lag?  And it was
on this tender point that the minds of hia

. | ehildren, whoe enrs such remarks  had
} reached and wounded, had become mﬂ-

Robert followed in, bredthloss |

Iy sensitive.

Amid ths

g'enaral ealamity, this reeon-
)

ko a song of than ing in ~
4 e : yibe ‘ was aboutl crossing o small ereck, when he fanly.  As the nearest :.v=ghlmﬁ of the erushed and dead. Robert enst a r:1!llli] the generous heset of Rﬂb&ll ¢ »
koo of the Australian wilds—reiched his| your fingers. ‘The country appenred tho- | his pannikin full of wals ry and putit to his saw an Irisliman t'__.‘ 4.,.1_5._..,‘1 of the Max- ! Pattersons, they hiul grown mto intimate g".-'m<.'-' aroumd, expecting ovory moment to | and .111£¢I;m:¢d it to tenfold exertions in &l
enr, making the profound solitdda sifll wore | rotghly prepared for a eonflagration, and | mouth, It was the water of lifa to him.| Ho—aitling on us banks. Il cluthes: frivnds,  George and Bobert had Lien ! seo his fiiond ":""-:"" hisiess. Bt preseitiy | leviaiing the sulferipgs of his svighbors.
solitary. e very soon rolled Limself in | only required this fiery wind to send a blaze | llx:s voice and some degree of strength came JVere nearly all consumed from Lis bik— | phyfellows in Van Dieman’s Land; and | e henrd the fuint  sowmd of & Numaa} His joy was made bonndless aad overflow-
his trawuﬂing-rug, and flung himself down | of extermination over the whole land, For quickly back. o had come from the § :

before the fire—having previously piled '“l weeks—uay, months—tho shepherds nnd

north, and had ridden a race with the fire

Liis It was the merest remaining fragmant,

hiere, whera 'l!n'_\- had eome in their 1n-|_,‘-

voice,

ing by & ehrenmstance which a )
x ! - . viseorched and shrivelled, The man was | hood, thay wera sclioolfellows,  Sinece then Fhere lny Greorgo, stretehied in the mids | b livtle short of a miracle. When Rcbst
fresh supply of timaber upon it—near where | stwyers had spoken of fires burning in the | tll horse and mina had dropped Liere, the o0 hitnself o snd fFo atd zroaniig, they hud gradually grown, from a similan- | of o grassy thickel, with a lace expressiog | rode up to lis own staiio , e bebeld*R’s
hi‘q h’ml‘y_ l.l(lgfi ].“y‘ and thrc Hurccror, i“ I lll”.ﬂ; and in the fern treo b-‘(':lk'\ of this !JUI’.“U ueyerito rise '."r:_i”“' ,“I": ll"“"l!_' adli "1 ' ii‘u-: "exclnimed Patterson.  “YWhat | LY of taates and maodes ef ilfu. the most in- ’_‘ and exhuanstion. “.ul'u‘rt seized s {
the favorite fashion of the bllﬂh-hgrgg' g,](;pt | very forest he hiad beon fl.'i.‘l.‘ll”_\‘ told that | need was too urgent for |}¢-__.)" He foand

as be stood.

| Anmes bad been observed in various
The morning was hiushed and breathless. | tions burning redly by night.
Instead of that bracing chill, with which

irec- !

|
It the fire reached him and his herd be

the man hiad nolack of provisious; he carried
him in his arms to the margin of th

t luke, mounted, aud rode on.

Lins happens Lo yould”
I .

ad upon him n visage

Fhe man turn
g 1

hiat
d,

startled Lim with torror, I was, i

timate fricgds, It was not likely that Rob

ert 'attesson and  Ellen Maxwell - could

avoid liking one another.  They possessed

| the valle

i i-:lli'i.

waler,

il George called “first fur
His friend startad op and ran dawn

v ab fall spué&, Vulle was soon

mother, not seated in her wheeled ehy fr—

but on fout, light, netive; and - alert;

to nod fro amongst the people whose ¢
rlhhm The

tution still kept them nesr The .

gor s human visage, but n scorched | everything in mind, porson, and estate, | back with a paunikin of watér, whivh the ! mass of misery shie still saw around her, and

the Australian lodger out of doors general- | fore they escaped into the open plains, |  As ho galloped forward, it was still fire an I swollen tiass of deformity.  The beard | which made sneli an_attachment the most | sufferer dravk wnh avidity. the exertions which it stirvalated, bursCthe
Jy wakes up, Robert Patterson found ﬂw, they must be consumed like stubble. The | —fire everywhere.  Ho felt convineed that | el Lidr wore burut away it natural in the world,

perspiration standing thick on his

Ellen was extreme!

—(F S WOy ne Ha now learned that,zis bmd beon sup | paralytic bonds which had enchained her
! fuce,; eattle begau to show signs of exhaustion, | the conflagrution—funned Ly tho strong sible—~tlie whole fuco being n confused  sttached to Mrs, Patterson, for whom she! posed, fn' the thick :m"‘;p‘r”fd Kbia ‘:I,‘,ll :hr yoars. The same canse which had disa-
and he [31'-“5'-”"13“3 longing for a deep hanging out their parched tongues, and | wind, and acting apon fires in & hundred | honp of reld fNesh and | wging Llisters, | had the highest veneration, Bllen  liad Fone over the precipice, and was killed in | bled ber iimbs had restored them, - *
breath of fresh air. Bt miotion thero was | I-nnEiug heavily; the prespiration on Limself | quaiters—extended over the whole sun- The poor fellow raised o pail of Lands that | received an excellent edueation in Edin- | an instant, Georgo Linl e-‘r--uq'.l liis fali The conflagration Fad extended over &
none, except in the liitle cr(:'(-k which trick- | and horse was dried up L}' the awful heat; | dried colony. prliayed ¢ lly the dreadful works of the | burg, whither she had boen sent. to her | being broken by his staady :u'l I e WHA i apace.of tl.:me.iluudr-'nl miles by a hu
fed with a fresh and inviting aspect al a | and (he dogs ran silently, or only whining | It was still early uvon, when, with strain- | fice, friemds.  In her nature she was frank, joy- | Hung baek into the thicket; seTHeB again | and Bity; and fir away beyoid tha Gou-
few yards from Lim. e arose, and strip- | lowly & thémsolyes, as they lunted every | ing oyes, and a hieart which seemed alimost The young squatter excluimad—How | 0us and  affectionate, but not without a softened the shock of Ifs dosegti  he | burn, the Bioken River, and the Ovens, we
pisg. plunged into the deepest spot of it | hollow in their way for water. Suddenly, {to stand still with a terriblo anxiety, dveadfull Lot e heln you, Felinn—lu Rean sense of woinanly pride, which gave | hind & broken leg, and waa b | hinve witnessed the mnaining'-blui'of ita
that e could find, and thus refreshed w-{ they wera out in an open plain, yet with | he camo nesr his own home.  He darted | mae take vou home.” y A veltain dignity o her manner snd a repu- | tromely bruised .,;,,1 tarn I‘ fa B | dasalation Over all this flocks and
kindled bhis fire, and made bis solitary | the forest on either hand, but at a conside: | over the biow of a Lill—there 1t lay safol | I'lie wan groaved agrin, and, opeing | tation for high spirits, WAS tTOng \\il!l;ﬂ hirn: Im.-l' "l:ur--e : l;v-.'; ‘.“ limn\nmh had pénalnd. Houses, -
breakfast. But all around him hung, a8 it | rable distance, | The cirele within his eleared boundnry was | his Qistorted mouth with difficulty, and Al had goue well botwoen harself and ! Robert Jost no time in i-.‘n'iwi: a litter o r:rk‘s funces, and bridges had been annibifs
were, 4 leaden and death like Leaviness, What a seene! Tha wooils wera flaming | untouched by the fire. There w ore his | wilth agony, said- ; Robert till -"i'—'.’{"J ix months nge.  But since ! polos iw'.li:ul together \\i; h I!;'riliﬂ'\' ‘l-.'u"&( ! l..!‘.-:l. iljes had been dﬂlm
Not a bO“S!' nor a blade of gruss was mov- | angd erackling in one illimitable conflagra- | paddocks, his.eattle, his Luts, and bome “I hiavo no homa —it is buent,” then there sprunz up a misunderstanding. | made sofl with wrass and loaves, Inid in a sofjl;;ry-L vieg (hrough the
ed by the nir. The trees stood inmgimale- ['tion. ‘The wind, dashing from the north | Witha belitning thought his thanks fluw up “Aod vour familyi? Naobody could teil bow it hind ‘arisen —uo- | slieet of the .-._-‘.ﬁ._, bark, They had three | boundless woods before the flame,
Iy moody and sullen. He cnst his eyes  jn gusts of inconceivable lieat, seencd to { to Heaven, nnd ho was thie next moment at “Deud - all dead.” body exeept Ellen knew, and whatever was | miles to bear the shatterad patient, to whom | had fallen nnd perished,  For wee '
llnrough the glomlly ﬁlmdﬂf’ lrenom!. | sear the very face and shrivel up the Tung«-. | his door, in Lis house, in his mother’s arms “Hat are you sure—mure you quile sure the geeret cause, she locked it irtr;-n.\i,n:.ah'_\- | every movement ,.,.-,‘}.,-__..1 excrusiating | mnnlhn. il the E'rmﬂy rains of avtom
them, and a sultry suffoeating densi. | The fira leaped from tree lo tree, flashing Robert's anxioty had been great for the | gnid Roliert, excitedly. within her own bosom, All wt onee she | agonies. It was not long beforo they heurﬁ renewed the gines’
‘i Mnl;:d tohph:nrgu l.!l;_uunospl‘l)are. The | and roaring along with the speed and the | safety of his mother—her anxiely was tiip. “Lsaw one-—my oldest boy; he was ly- 5
sky nbove hima was dimmed by a

haze,

grey | destruetiveness of lightning. The sere fo- | led for him. 'Terror oceasioned by n for

ing burnt near the house. 1lifted him, to

had assumed a distant and baughty man.
ner towards Robert Patterson. From hLim

people in difierent parts of the wood Tond.

ple journes
through the bush heln\ltY“l.mt- i
ing cattle, unable to rise fromm
and which by faint owin,
clain rhe pity and wid of
no such vast n aver
natior; and the mamory of Siaek T
s aAn indealible retiospect in Victoria,

linge seemed to snatch the tire, and to per- { mer conflagration hul paralyzed her lower
ish in it o a riot of demoniacal revolry, On | extremities; and now, the idea of lor only
it flow, faat as the fleetest horsecould gallop; | son, ber only remaining relative in the colo
and consuming acros of laavesin & momeut, | oy, being met by this unexampled fire in the
| still remained to rage and roar amongst the | dense deliles of the Otway Forest, kept her |

ly cooecing; and their answors soon broughs
uot only a number of mon who bad been
kent out in quest of them, but also Missi
Maxwell harself

Wa shall not attempt o deseriba the
: |

sal and vet rejoicing interviaw of the broth

CRTTY him Awayv, but he & n-I. ) & WY ome down,
father— Iny mo down, I caunot
Inidd him -i(--\rr, nud iukt‘-:‘ ‘W
resti”  ‘All fled into the bu
the he died.

*Thero in somathing in the wind to.day, |
old fallow,” he said, addrossing bis horse
In his vsoal way; for he bad Joog looked |
on bim as a companioa, and firmly beliey

sho did pot conceal that she fult she had |
ennge for her dissatisfaction, but she refused |
to explain,  When, confounded at the ¢ip- |
cumstanca, he songht for an explanation, |
| #hia bade him search his own memory and '

bear it 1
iore ara tho
F e .:|-: ,\:n-z |

tarus

4 Lan-_‘ ate all




